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THE POST OF HONOR

Since the morning of September 26 the
American Army has heen engaged in an of-
fensive between ihe Mense and the Argonne
on a front of 32 kilometers. During the
same period the French, British and Bel-
gian armies holding the Western battle line
from the Argonne northwest fo the sea have
waged offensives of their own which have
liberated generous slices of France after
four years of German fyranny and heen
heralded ihroughout the Allied world with
joxTul acclaim.

Trutil this week, the American offensive,
on ihe other hand, had reccived, in Europe
at leasl, bul seant notice compared with
that given the offensives of our galiant
Allies.  Quife naturally, there has grown
up here and there throughout the American
Army some curiosity over this differentia-
tion as to publicily of military accomplish-
ments. The answer is not {hat the press of
onr Allies does not appreciate the meaning
of the American offensive and its influence
along the whole Western baltle front, but
that it is human nature—in the publishing
world as in any other line of human activity
—fo give heed to the spectacular. Tt can-
not he gainsaid {imt the advances of the
Allied armies fo the northwest of the Ar-
goune have been far more specfacular than
the dogued foot-afier-foot batile which the
Ameriean Army waged hetween the Meuse
and the Argonne from September 26 until
Ahis week's swift advance began,

But if the part assigned to the American
Army in the present offensive operations
has not been speetaenlar; it is, nevertheless
one of extremely great importance.  In-
deed, it will not sound boastful {o those who
know io say {hat in the present grand of-
fensive of {he Western Front the Ameriean
Army, since Sepfember 26, has been at the
posi of honor.  Let us sce what are the
facis (hat warrant this aeseriion. ’

Tirst, the German enforeed withdrawal
from Frauce and a very large part of Bel-
ium is pivoled upon the region where our
First Army is operaling. A penetration of
the Gernun positions o a considerable dis-
tanee in this region (which is new threat-
ened. November 6) would seriously endan-
gor the withdrawal of the enemy's forees’
between the Argonne and the sea. .

Second, the German “voie de rocage” (a
Tine of railway communieaiion for the rapid
shift of troops from one portion of the line
1o another) passes throngh Mdzicres. An
advance of a few kilomelers by our First

~Army from ifs present positions would ne-
tually inferropt communieations along this
line.” With such an interruption effected,
the German would be placed at an enormous
disndvantage on account of the faet thal
a shift of troops from the north {o Alsaee
would then have fo be made by routing
these troops Through Relgium, In other
cords. the enemy would have to work on an
ouiside line of communications instend of
heing able fo shift his {roops along a line
approximately parallel to the front. To all
jutents and purposes, the German army
defonding the Western Front would be di-
vided in fwo. )

Third, the lines on which the Boche is
fighting at the present time beiween the
Afouse and the Argonne are really the ouler
defenses of the Briey basin.  This basin ix
one of the great prizes of the whole world:
it containg four-fifths of the iron supply of
Furope. When it is considered that the
remaining one-fifth of the European iron

¢ is loeated in Norway, Sweden and
, and other points more or less in-
accessivle {o the Boche, it is clear how vital
to him is {he continned possession of this
arca.  With the Briey hasin wresied from
him. he would he af an enormous disad-
vaniage in the manufaeture of munitions
of war,

The American offensive, then, strikes at
the vitals of the enemy on ithe Western
Froni—-und the Weslern is the war's de-
cisive front. That the German Tigh Com-
mand is keenly alive to the seriousness of
the situalion is indicated by the facl thal
gince September 26 more than one-sixth of
the entire German force on the Weslern
Front has been fhrown against our First
Army, and this on a front which is slightly
more than one-twentieth of the whole Jine
from Switzerland to the sea.

Many of the numerous divisions that the
Boche has hurriedly brought against us are

- the very best he possesses, and included ir
the number are several Guard divisions,
rightly ranked as the cream of all he has.
The great majority of these divisions the
German High Command has bheen com-
pelled o withdraw from that portion of the
line stretching northwest from the Argonne

to the sea. Tn other words, the A, B, s
First Army, fighting between ibe Meuse
and the Argonne, has compelled the Roche
to mass there the flower of his fighting
forces in great disproportion to the strengih

of his dispositions clsewhere on the West- |

ern Front, and this is one very important
factor in the suceess of the French, British
and Belgian armies fighting to the north-
west of the First Army clear to the north-
ernmost Hp of the Western battle line. We
have American divisions operating with
these Allied armies. These American di-
visions have participated in the brilliant
and. spectacular successes of these armies.
We can justly feel that their task has been

rendered more casy of accomplishment on
aceount of the pressure that, since Septem-
ber 26, our First Army has brought to bear
upon the enemy between the Meuse and the
Argonne. .

Fighting over 2 most difficult terrain, op-
posed by so great a proportion of the Ger-

of France that our doughboys reclaimed
between the Meuse and the Argonne up to
November 1 became ours only after fight-
ing, the intensity of which has not been
surpassed during the entire four years of
the war. Since the Ist we have advanced
rapidly. There will be other advances. Qur
confidence is that we shall in good time
pierce the vitals of the German line. But
even if our First Army had made no con-
siderable advance on its present froni, it
would, nevertheless, by engaging the pick
of {the German army in such greai number,
be serving a most useful part in the execu-
tion of the whole scheme of the Allied cam-
paign against the most formidable of our
enemies,

Not only in intensity, but in sustained
effort and number of men engaged, the
battle we are waging betw the Meuse
and the Argonne is the greaiesi in the 142
years and more of American history. It is
one of the most important in direct and
contributory resulis already obtained, and
in the promise it holds,

The reduction of the St. Mihiel salient,
the first offensive of our ¥irsi Army, began
on September 12, Txactly two weeks laler,
the First Army's offensive bhetween ihe
Meuse and the Argonne, invelving hun-
dreds of thousands of men, was Jaunched.
This necessitated the <hift in the meantime
of an enormous number of iroops from the
St. Mihiel salient to the region of the new
attack, and was an accomplishment of
rhich any army might well be proud. We
hnve equally good renson {o be proud of the
fact that the Allied Iigh Command sc:
Jected American troops for the post of
honor, between the Meuse and the Argonne,
in the present grand offensive of the West-
ern Front, and of the greal influence our
attack there has already plaved in recent
events on that front.

IN THE BLOOD

. “I made the mistake of my earcer,” said
Napoleon at a.iime when his chief oceu-
pation was the pondering over of his mix-
takes, “in not removing the 1lohenzollerns
from {he throne of Prussia when T had the
opportunity. As long as this house reigns.
and until the red cap of liberly is erected
in Germany, there will be no peace in Hu-
rope.’”

That misiake is not going to oceur again.
That opportunity is at hand. The Tlohen-
zollerns may survive as a family, just as
the Schmidis and all the rest, ot as a
dynasty ihe Ifohenzollerns musi go.
Meanwhile, 2 make-helieve red cap of lib-
erty ‘has been erceted in Germany, held
aloft on the tip of a liberty pole for all the
world to sce. Bui a Hohenzolern is hold-
ing the pole. Germany has sent, broadeast
the nows that she is democratizing herself,
that she really is in the way {o becoming a
roxernment of the people by the people and
for the people. But a world of doubting
'l‘l\()mnscss waitg to be chown.

When "will the German people, 1he
Schmidis and all the rest, snaleh the pole
from the Hohenzollerns® hands and crown
it with the real red cap of liberty?

. WEIG LBS.

An army does more than live on its slom-
ach. Tt almost scems fo think with #. Any-
way, il thinks a Jot about it.  And it de-
vofes considerable thought to thal universal
adjunct of the alimeniary svstem kuown
as the sweet {ooth,

As proof we submit the results of the
ideal Christinas package campaign, given
on another page R
Nexi to sw or, rather, bound righi
up together with them, for sweet< and sen-
timent always go together, come pictures of
the home folks.

Fudge and pholographs, pinucehi and
pictures, sugar and snapshots—ihey are
hard combinations to beat.

WELL MEANING, BUT—

The cable informs us that John D. Rocke-
foller, Jr., “has exploded far sweeping
plans™ for a nalional boxing carnival in
aid of the campaign for the war work fund
which the Y. M. C. A, the K. of C,, the
Qatvation Army, the Y. W. C. A, and the
Jewish Welfare Board are jointly conduct-
ing back home this month -

The cable sfafes that Mr. Rockefeller,
speaking for the commi in charge of
the campaign, said the decision had been
ed “as a resull of numerous protesis
nst hoxing on acconnt of its brutality
isters of religion fhroughout the

Further: “The commiiiee has adopied
rosolutions setting forth that funds de-
rived from social games. golf tournaments
or any sporting events held on Sanday will
he refused™  Ande—

“Mr. Rockefeller, in a speech made yos-
werday, dwelt on {he great spiritual signifi-
cance of the unified war work campaign
aboui o begin.™

First, dear Dr. Doney, president of Wil-
lameite University, who tells an Oregon
audience that he would slop the shipment
of eigarcites {o the Army in France. And
now AMr. Rockefeller, Jr., who, in behalf of
his fellow commiiteemen and “ministers
of religion throughout the country,” grows
pale ai ihe thought of boxing, social games
and golf {ournaments held on Sunday, and
falks exaltedly of spirituality.

We herewith bet our October pay (which
we optimistically expect to get abont next
Valentine’s Day) that we know what from
now on will be the doughboy’s favored ap-
pellation for dear, nice, prim and precise
Afr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and the type
of well-meaning but misguided fellow citi-
zens hie personifies. .

RECOMPENSE

Yven war has its recompenses—ihe fol-
lowing, for instance, from a young woman
in the United States to a young man in
France:

“My, but this town is full of lonesome
girls! They worn’t even buy new clothes
because there is no one to look st them bul
old men.”

It’s tough while it lasts, but we’ll cer-

tainly be appreciated-when we gét back.

man army, the very {flower of it, every foot|’

The Army’s Poets
PERFECT .CONTRITION

“Send for a priest,” the small disc read
That elasped his meck around;

But he, brave soul, was jong since dead
When found upon the ground,

A crucifix was in his hand,
Stained by khis bloody kiss,
*his pewest of the martyr band
To taste of Heaven's bliss, .
Chaplain TaoMas'F, CosxLEY,

THERE'S ABOUT TWO MILLION
FELLOWS— -

There’s about two million fellows from the
North, South, East and West

“Who scurried up the gang plapk of o shipg

They have felt the guy ropes paying and the
troopship gently swaying

As it started on its journey from the couniry of
the blest.

They have washed in hard salt water, bucked the
Army trapsport grub,

Ifad a hitch of erow’s nest duty on the way;

Strained their eyes mistoking white caps for a
humpbaek Prusginn sub

Just at tv;',ﬂigm when “the danger’s great, they

sny,

When, their ship bad lost the convoy they were
worried just a bit,

And kinda thought the skipper should be capned;

And the sigh of heartfelt feeling almost set-the
boat to reeling . .

When each of those two million sighted land.

There’s about two million fellows that have
Ianded here in France—

Thes're scattered God and G.J.Q. knows where;

By the cranes where steamers anchor, schooner,
tramp or greasy tanker,

There's an O.D. outtfit waiting just to make the
curgo dance.

They are chopping in the forest, double-timing
on the mads.

P'atting (wo-ways where a single went hefore;

In the cabs of sweating engines, pushing, -pull-
ing double loads

When the RF.0%s in_frenzied tones implore.

For it's duty, solid duty with the hustiing men
behind, .

From the P. of K.'8 on up to Na Ms Tand;

And there's never chance of shirking when the
boys up front are working—

Night and day must go the answer to the front

line’s stern demand,

There

about two million fellows and there's

some of them who lie -

Where cighty-eights and G.1.'s gently drop:

Where the trucks and trains are jamming and
the colonel he is damning

Half the nlﬂh and in particular the Service of
Sapply.

“Ihey have had a stretch of trenches, beat the

«sinn at his best,

Seen their buddies fall like heroes right beside;

But—there’s nigh two million fellows from the
country of the hiest

Who know the cause for which their comrades

.

Who . have crossed the siuggish shallows where
their little life-sireams ran

And hroadened just a trifle, you will find;

Aml their vision's cleaner, clearer and they hold

just that much dearer

“The great and glorious land they left behind!

Arnerr J. Coox,

Sgt. Heq. Deteh,, — Army Corps,

OLD LADY RUMOR

There is pothing like a rumor just to set the
gang, ?ﬁ“" .

e t,
Does it mntter who's the liar?

No, it doesn’t. For as often as we hear of some-,

thing new, !
Though it's donbted,

11 is shouted
By our ssip loving orew. )
Convers i« a morsel, and, with greedy ap-

ite,
How we chew it
As we brew if.
e it daytime. be it night.
Rack in the States it started and continues o'er
the foam,
And we'll swally
It, by golly,
When we join the Seoldiers” Home!
A-h-l-h-men-n !
C. H. MacCoy. Basc Hosp. 88.

LIL’ PAL O’ MINE
Just a wee "remembranen
Of a_little child so fair.
From Dad, who cosxed himself away
To lenve you over there.

Just a little thought or two,
A dream. a wish, a prayer,

For you, my Little Smiler Girl,
Across the sen hack there.

Just a bit of Daddr love,
To you 1 send it all,

Your eyes, your sinile, your golden hair,
Your love for-“raggy doll.”

JInst o litde tear sometimes—
Yes, men they wenken, 100,

War js hard, but harder still
Is bein' “way from you.

But_just ag sure as can be

When semmer comes, you'll find
Me back in Indinnn

With you. Lil’ Pal o’ Mine.

THE LILY
The lily sadly drooped her head:
“My France is bowed in_grief!” she said.
“Must 1 live on to satisfy
The conquering Teuton’s Iustfnl eye?
Lord, Tet me wither?!
Let mwe die.”

B 8. E

The lily proudly raised her head;

“My Fraunce is free once more!" she said.

*Free from dark and blood-smirched gloom!

The ruthless Hun has met his doom.

lord, lot me gladden!

Let me bloom I P
Howarn J, Gnegxn, Corp., Inf.

THE SONG OF THE MALTESE CART
Burly and big and blatant. .

© The motor trucks depart:
But little use have these lords of the road

For the two-wheelod Maltese cart.

Bearers are they of muritions.
Iron rations for guns,

Death dealing high cxplosives,
Soul kixses for the Huns.

“'\Way to the right, you crawler!
Why do you cumber the road?

Why do yon block the traffie?
What value is vour load?”

And the Maltgse cnrt makes answer
In a voice that is used to pain,

“1 bear within my bosom”
What heals your hurts again.”

Burly and big and blatant,
Phe motor trucks depart;

“They pass on their way unheeding
The song of the Maltese cart:

“Rumble, rumble, rumble.
Over the beaten road.
With never n sigh or grumble
When I think of my precious lond.”
Chaplain L. C. Pears, Jr.

THE TRUANT
The wise years saw bim go from them,
{intaught by them, ret wise;
e had bul romped with the hoyden years,
Unwitting how time fijes;
Whose laughter glooms to wistfulness,
At swift, undreamt goodbyes.

‘The wise, grave, patient mistresses
Of his voung manhood’s school, .
The wise, grave, patient yvears-to-be-——
Tie never knew their rule;

And yet he marches by a man,

A hero, and no fool!

‘I'he wise vears see himn go from them,

Tntaught by them, yet wise;

The lad who played where, vesterday,

Girls’ kisses were the prize!

They wonder whence his manhood came,

So well he lives—and dies? - . .
Pot. R. R, Kirg, G-2, S.0.8.

VESTAL STAR S
The long. loug march is o'er, the weary roaming;
We bivoune, yearning.for a peaceful. night;
1 lie and dream amid the purple gloaming,
And scan the heavens for a beacon Jight. «

As graying shadows longthen o'er the

Po the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
I notice a challenge from Ensign Fred An-
derson of the Salvation Army: 1 accept the
challenge if the proper arrangementis can be
made. I agree with him that for a one grid-
dle fry it was some fast work.

Although not a member of the Salvation
Army I am the next thing to it—am, or rather
was, & mess sergeant in g non-combatant unit.
While in this line of duty I was placed in
charge of one of the largest camps in France;
I dare not tell the name of the place, for it
would cauge every soldier in the AEF. to go
AWOL to see this wonderful kitchen; I won't
tell you the number of men we fed there, for
1 don't want to give the impression that.]l am
trying to kid someone.

Now for the kitchen: The kitchen range
was 928 feet wide and 1,358 feet fong. It took

and 700 K.P.'s. We mashed potatoes with a
pile driver and ground coffee with a 350 h.p.
Liberty motor. They haunled out dirty pans
on raiiroad cars and the K.P.'s went on roller
skates. As I was mess sergeant I rode up and
dewn the kitchen on a motoreycle shouting
orders through a megaphone,

Now for the flap jacks: We mixed batter
with 12 concrete mixers; had a steam shovel
moving egg shells away from the door and six
K.P’s with baeon rinde strapped onr their
feet skating over the griddle to keep it
greased. When I tell you that on three ocea-
sions I was foreed to fry all of the cakes my-
self you will agree with me in thinking T
would have some show in a contest with Mr,
Anderson.

1 am willing to take on anvone in the Allied
TForces under "mny- conditions !.imy wish to
name: bBlindfolded, handcuffed, one eye closed,
one foot on the floor, turn ’em with a shovel,
toothpick—well, any old way they care todo it.
Pardon this letter, as T am not a writer—
T am a pancake fryer and what {t takes to
make 'em, I've got.

Crarexce D. Brooks, Air Service.
{iEnsign Fred Anderson -of -the Salvation
Army made 8,000 hotcakes in 17 -hours—
Evrror.}

Tc the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
This little tale came to my ears while we
were gathered about a log fire, so that its
authenticity is open to question. Amnyway,
it runs its brief course this way:

turn up front and were both pretty well used
up were talking things over,

“Dector, I'm just about all in. Guess I'll
have to go S.0.L. for a couple of days.”
“I'm all for it, myself, pastor,” answered

careful about this Army slang we pick up or
we'll be using it In church some day.”
. - READER.

BUCK OR SIMPLE?

T¢ the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
“Your attention is called to the heading on
attached clipping from the New York Herald
of recent date: “Joins Artillery as Simple
Frivate.” L
I have only been in this man's army aboit
18 months and nobody has yet ever succeeded

“private” and a “buck private.”
a new varlety—the simple private. ~We have
a private in our outfit who is 62 years old. Is
he simple or a buck? -

J. M. Sroax, Sgt. Major, Engrs. (Forestry.)

HELPFUL HINTS

T.o the Bditorof Ti-fE STARS AND STRIPES:

that mother sent you, to be worn about the
neck? Well, just rechristen them and instead
of calling them mufflers call 'em belly bands,
and during these cold, wet days and nights
wear them as such. -

You may have noticed the poilus winding
themselves up in this way. They do it for a
purpose, and after you have tried it for &

fortable and that kidney trouble and varions
e th

And gentle zephyrs lightly stir the air, =
In son, first twinkling star, ¥ gleam a vision
Of little sister offering up & Bprayer.

- - - 'BA GUIDO, FLA. -

other : ar prevented,
Second: ~ Got cold :feet? If you have; to-

{night before retiring, Sl1 your canteen with

agua pura, not-vih blanc, heat. it, the hotter

- . >

18 firernen to keep it hot; we had 519 cooks:

Two chaplains who had been doing a long

in explaining to me the difference between a
Now comes

First: Remembér those long, knitted scarfs

time "you will find. that you are always com-

the better, then cork it tightly, draw your
socks over the cantcen for a cover, place it
under the blankets, at the foot of rour bed,
crawl in and see how comforiable it will
make you. It is cqual to any hot water boitle
you could buy. back home for $2.69.
Concerning cooties: If you have- been is-
sued a tube of Sag paste, just try rubbing 'a
bit on the parts mosi affected.

Corp. CriNTox A. Jenoue, — FLAL

A REVEREND WAG

Te the Editor of TIIK STARS AND STRIPES:
A few remarks going around made by our
Chaplain may interest your readers. We were
to be issued new underwear, and one boy
asked the Chaplain if it would be winter un-
derwear and warm, The Chaplain replied he
thought it would, as it was to be fleas lined.

One boy, a palnter, had been appointed bat-
talion artist. We had had trouble getting
rations, so the Chaplain sent for this artist
to come over and draw them.

L. Worrr, — F.5.B.

ONE MORE CURE

To the Editor of TH} STARS AND STRIPES:

Having read several articles in your val-
uable paper on cures for cooties, I take the
literty of offering a plan which our outfit has
tried out and found to be O.K. botb finan-
cially and physically. It is.just this: Get a
small phonograph, one to a squad, with a spe-
cial record called “The Cootie Jazz” The
squad goes out in the woods, undresses and
apreads its collective clothes on the ground.
One man acts as ticket seller, ope as ticket
taker, and a third as a spieler.

After undressing, set the machine about five
yards from your clothes and start it up for
about 2 second. The machine is stopped and
the spieler yells: “This way for the ‘Cootie
Jazz,' one frape admission!”

The cooties, having heard the first strains
of the jazz, prick up fheir cars, listen to the
spieler, get up on thelr Heinies and go Lo pay
their franes. After the collector has received
their francs, the machine is started up again
and the cooties start in to jazz,

The men now do a squad east back to_their
clothes and begin dressing from the hocks
down. This done, the squad is called to at-
tention and immediately does a retreat to the
company fund with the jingles and cootleless
clothes, while the cooties continue to jazz and
the record continues to play. -

Pvt. H. Ezarsny, Hg. Co., — F.A,

BROTHERS

the second sky pllet, “but we've got to be s

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
‘There are today nearly 200,000 colored men
from the United States on French soil in the
American Army. They came cheerfully, vyes,
cagerly, to help make good President Wilson's
declaration: “We entered this war to make
the world safe for demoeracy.” o

Among these nearly 200,000 colored soldiers
are many 100 per cent families——familles out
of whicli-every male, as in mine—my three
sons are here at the front—is in the service.
When German militarism has been crushed
beyond possible restoration, and, in conse-
quence, the oppressed peoples of the world have
had the yoke of oppression lifted from them,
ihe eolored American soldiers, such as survive,
will as eagerly return to our country as they
came hence, and with the consciousness of hav-
ing served well thelr country and civilization,

Sach as may fall on the field of battle, and
whose blood will have dved, and whose bones
will fertilize the soll of ¥rance, will beam a
smile of satisfaction, before entering .into
“that bourne from which no traveler re-
turns,” that they had the glorfous privilege of
dying in and for a righteous eause—of having
{ served their own, and native land, even unto
death. Colored men from the cane brakes of
‘Lodisiang, the rice swamps of the Carolinas,
and the cotton fields .of Mississippi have as
eagerly come to France to serve thelr country
as they from my state, Ohlo, where opportu-
nities and privileges for them have but s
minimum of restriction.

The United States is cur country, its flag
is our flag, the only country and flag we know,
and for which we, as a race,-stand ready ans
willing to mingle our last drop of blood with

and. 50 bravely saerificing for the honor and
glory of the United States of America.
o Rarer W, TyLes. -

the blood our white brothers are as cheerfully|

THE OLD TIMERS

To the Edilor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

Knowing that you arve always ready to re-
ceive complaints, 1 am going to register my
first one. .

It scems to me that there should be some
mark of distineiion for enlistment periods,
cither in theform of a parallel siripe or rib-
bon of some kind.

Since the dress uniform was abolished—
and avith it went the enlistment period stripe
—there has been no mark of distinction for
the “Qld Timer” with one, two, three or more
enlistments to his eredit. -

This is not fair in the way of decorations,
heeanse a man who served many years prior
to this war should be entiiled to enlistment
period stripes the same as the man who has
gorved one year in the Army and sports two
service stripes.

Crarcte K. Revnorps, Old Timer.

To the Editor of TIIE STARS AND STRIPES:

At 9 a.m. on October 24, the wriler was en-
gaged in one of ‘his numerous dutics (rolling
the ivories) in the vicinity of the official camp
luxury, the bath house, when he was ap-
proached Ly a bedraggled and newly arrived
doughboy and the following dialogue took
place: ' -

“Say, fella, wherenell kin I gitta bath?”

“Why, right over there in that little black
shaek.” .

“Naw, nuttin' doin’ there fer me.”

“Pourqueoi pas, mon cher ami, you don't
aeily resemble an officer.”

“Well, th' sign on th' door sez Enlisted Men
Only, and I'm a drafted guy.”

The stretcher arrived immediately
afler

ex-

there-

Prt. Forrest STANSRURY,
Officinl Ford Wrecker, Hq., — Engrs,

OUR SALUTE

“To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
Your edition of October 18 contains an cdi-
corial suggesting a change in the U. S. Army
salute. Sirikes me as awfully queer that you
institute a campaign to eradicate a custom
distinetive to the American Army.

“Doughboy” crept jn somehow; a word of
clear classifieation to any regulur, but now
quite a genmerglity. Then extravagant waste
of press space on the addition to our uniform
of jiggermerrigs in varied colors. Enormous,
imxgcdmte cxpense consequential, uncoxrsid-
cred.

Now you want us to acknowledge that our
salute is of unfavorable comparison. The
“many expert photographers” who've snapped
pictures of our “less fine, less digmified and
less mililary™ salute, surely wouldn't permit
their subjeet to exhibit his molars when look-
ing al the birdie~then why haven’t they in-
sisted upon erect position of the head?

+'s probably diffieult for recruits to retain
erect position of the head when saluting, but
then again, the value of all propositions s in
direct proportion to difffeulty in atininment,
and a rookie, with a Mttle care, can casily
master the salute made in America and be a
better soldier for it.

Our salute is as fine, as dignified and as
military as any other. And too, il is distine.
tive of the Unlied States Army. .

CrarLes Syrrn, Cavalry.

NEED A COOK?
.
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

Frank Kane, colored, formeriy of the 24th
United States Infaniry, and later chef on
dining cars and on a yacht, joined the Forcign
Tegion In 1914 and served until last January,
when” he was discharged for wounds, He
gained meanwhile seven decorations, includ-
ing the Croix de Guerre and the Medaille
Militaire. - .

Now he is destitute in a strange land. He
wants to be eook for zn officers’ mess, with
our Army, or to be helped to wbrk his way
back to Loulsiana, where he came from., -
" 3What can be dope for this man? Surely
there are a very great many officers’ messes
here would be very glad to have an expert:
cook, accustomed to French ways and the
French language, and an old rogular and vet-
eran into the bargain.

Anyone who is inicrested in this matter
may write to me, at 140 Boulevard Mont-.

‘parnasse, Pgris. -
. Lt. Corixs K. Lxx,



